ENTRANCE EXAMINATION IN ENGLISH 

MA STUDIES
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       NAME: ___________________________ 

FINAL SCORE: ___________________________ (100 POINTS MAXIMUM)

      GRADE: ___________________________

I. In the following texts fill one appropriate word in each gap or put the correct form of the verb in brackets. Write your answer on the Answer Sheet below. 

(30 points)

MTV goes to the beach
"Jersey Shore,” a recent addition (1)___________ MTV’s fine family of reality shows, resembles the network’s pioneering series “The Real World,” which is now almost twenty years old—a human chemistry experiment with explosions guaranteed. In (2)___________ shows, a group of carefully, cannily chosen people (3)___________ big personalities—or personality disorders—are thrown together to live for a period of time with few obligations and all kinds of ways (4)___________ create a lifetime of regrets, not least for viewers. The logo of these shows might be (5)___________ of those large red plastic cups (6)___________ for beer at frat parties, and in evidence in many teen-agers’ Facebook photos, signalling the overflow of alcohol. 
In “Jersey Shore,” (7)___________ takes place in the scruffy resort town of Seaside Heights, (8)___________ a quarter of the way down New Jersey’s coastline, the explosions began even (9)___________ the show premièred, in early December. Promos showing a group of young men and women of Italian heritage making entertainingly ridiculous statements (10)___________ themselves and whooping it up on the boardwalk at night—dancing, throwing punches, that kind of thing—advertised “Jersey Shore” as set in a “house like you’ve (11)___________ seen, full of the hottest, tannest, craziest Guidos”. Italian-American groups, and eventually New Jersey tourism officials, protested and some of (12)___________ called for MTV to cancel the series. Despite such dreamy free publicity, the first episode (13)___________ get good ratings. But a sneak preview that ran (14)___________ the end of the episode showed one of the women in the house being punched by a drunken galoot at a bar, locking in more controversy and more viewers—fifty per cent more, in (15)___________, for the second episode. 
Top of the Pops. Writing about Andy Warhol.
After Warhol (1)___________ (graduate) from the Carnegie Institute of Technology in 1949, he moved to New York where he found work as an illustrator. By 1960, he (2)___________ (become) one of the most successful commercial artists in New York, but he had fine-art aspirations. His break finally came in 1962 with a one-man exhibition called “32 Campbell’s Soup Cans”. A New York show soon followed, and in 1964 articles (3)___________ (publish) about him in the Time magazine. But Warhol (4)___________ (already/begin) making movies. In the mid-nineteen-sixties, his studio on East Forty-Seventh Street, known as the Factory, was a center of avant-garde activity. Within the Factory, Warhol (5)___________ (know) as Drella, after the two sides of his personality, Dracula and Cinderella. Then, in 1968, a paranoid schizophrenic named Valerie Solanas (6)___________ (shoot) Warhol and nearly killed him. Although he returned to painting and a jet-set social life, his work (7)___________ (be) never again on the leading edge of the contemporary arts. He died in New York Hospital after a routine operation in 1987. 
There are some terrific books about Warhol, (8)___________ (include) Warhol’s own wonderfully funny and clever memoir, (9)___________ (write) with Pat Hackett, “POPism.” “Pop: The Genius of Andy Warhol” is basically the familiar story. It is knowledgeable and smart, and it’s a lot of fun to (10)___________ (read). It discusses two problems (11)___________ (face) by anyone intending to write about Warhol. First, it should be a rule when (12)___________ (write) about Warhol never to take anything he (13)___________ (say) completely seriously. Second, there is the significance of the iconography. Soup cans, Coca-Cola bottles, grocery cartons, movie stars. (14)___________ (he/paint) this stuff because he (15)___________ (think) it was great or because he considered it junk?
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II. 

Read the text and choose the correct answer for the questions. (15 points)

New Zealanders (“Kiwis”)

New Zealand has a diverse population — but with some uniting features that make it unique in the world. Over four hundred years before Christopher Columbus, the first New Zealanders, the Maori, voyaged thousands of miles across the vast unknown Pacific Ocean in small ocean-going canoes. In order to reach New Zealand, these brave adventurers developed their own navigation system using the stars and the currents. New Zealand’s European pioneers were also brave and independent. Before establishing farms and settlements, they had to first clear the land — a painstaking and sometimes dangerous activity. Their isolation and exposure to the elements forced these early New Zealanders to become hardy and multi-skilled. This resourcefulness and ingenuity has greatly contributed to the New Zealand character. The same qualities can be seen today in the new pioneers — a generation of young Kiwi business executives, computer software builders, film-makers, fashion designers, and sportspeople making waves around the world. 

Since before Sir Ernest Rutherford “split” the atom early in the twentieth century, Kiwis have been discovering and inventing things. Quite a few of these inventions have literally been created in a backyard. While frozen meat and bungee jumping are probably the most famous Kiwi inventions, there are others: the tranquilliser gun, electric fences or the fastest motorbike in the world – to name just a few! Tempering the rugged individualism of New Zealanders is a strong democratic tradition and a sense of fair play 
and teamwork. This may be partly due to the co-operative “whanau” (extended family) structure of Maori society, as well as the fact that many European immigrants came to New Zealand to escape the class system. A small population meant co-operation was necessary for survival. The post-feudal class structures of their European homelands became irrelevant in such a young country. New Zealand was also one of the earliest countries to grant women the right to vote and has a strong trade union tradition.

As the 20th century progressed, the make-up and character of the New Zealand population began to radically change. In the early part of the century, the New Zealand economy was largely dependent on agriculture and the export of primary produce. However, after the Second World War, more and more people moved to the cities, and manufacturing and tertiary industries became established. In the 1970s, large numbers of Pacific Island immigrants settled in New Zealand, followed in the 80s and 90s by Asians, Europeans, and many others. New Zealand has absorbed the new culinary tastes, fashions, and lifestyles and combined them with more traditional ones to produce a unique New Zealand identity. Today, Kiwis are as likely to visit an Asian restaurant or modern art gallery as they are to attend a rugby game or milk a cow!

1. The text stresses that the Maori and the New Zealanders of European origin

A) reached New Zealand at about the same time.

B) used similar types of boats.

C) developed two different navigation systems.

D) share some characteristics. 
2. New Zealanders
A) have invented just a few interesting things.

B) have a natural talent for inventing.

C) professionalized inventing a long time ago.

D) were inspired by Ernest Rutherford.

3. New Zealanders
A) are not only individualistic, but also co-operative.

B) are too individualistic.

C) adopted the European class system.

D) established their own class system. 

4. In the course of the 20th century, 
A) New Zealand became more industrialized.

B) New Zealand agriculture stagnated.

C) New Zealand had serious problems with immigrants.

D) immigrants didn’t change the New Zealand identity.

5. Young New Zealanders today 
A) often return to forgotten Kiwi traditions.

B) mostly don’t like Kiwi traditions.

C) invent many new traditions of their own.

D) often mix traditional and modern behaviour.  

Now write a short summary of the text you have read.

(15 points)
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III.
Translate the following article into Czech:

(20 points)

The case of the "Baskerville demon"

Authors are often asked where they get their ideas from. Some will say that their plots come from newspapers, others simply from their imaginations. Most often, I think, fiction is derived from an anecdote told by a friend, though not perhaps with the intent of its being used as the basis of a story or novel. So it was with the journalist and folklorist Bertram Fletcher Robinson, who entertained his friend Sir Arthur Conan Doyle with horror stories of Devon while they were together on a golfing holiday. He told him legends of the hounds that were said to roam Dartmoor, phantom creatures with red eyes. "My dear Robinson," Conan Doyle wrote to him later, "it was your account of a west country legend which first suggested the idea of this little tale to my mind. For this, and for the help which you gave me in its evolution, all thanks."

IV.

Write 120 – 180 words on ONE of the following topics.

(20 points)

1. The Czech Center New York has asked you to prepare an evening programme with two or three Czech cultural personalities. Write your project proposal, saying what personalities you’ll choose and why, and outlining your idea of the event. 

2. Write a short story beginning with the sentence: “In a certain village there lived people who were both happy and rich.”
3. A Czech newspaper has asked you to do an interview with a contemporary British (Irish, American…) author of your choice. Write a few words introducing the author, and 5–7 questions you’ll ask him/her. 

4. The Internet has destroyed our ability to read long texts; we just keep clicking from website to website. Discuss.
